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ABSTRACT

Objectives of this research were 1. To study the appropriate concepts,
theories and Buddhadhamma for rural development, 2. To study the roles of village
scholars in rural development in lower North Eastern Region and 3. To propose a
model for rural development according the Buddhist folkway in lower North Eastern
Region.

Methodology was the quantitative research collecting data from 33 key
informants, purposefully selected. Data were analyzed by content analysis and
descriptive interpretation.

Findings were as follows:

1. The concept, theories and Buddhadhamma and the roles of village scholars
in rural development consisted of 3 aspects; 1) encouraging participation, 2) village
wisdom utilization and 3) continuity and sustainability. The model for rural
development according to the Buddhist community folkway was the integration of
Aparihaniyadhamma with participation in line with International Association for Public
Participation in 5 aspects as (1) to inform, (2) to consult, (3) to involve, (4) to collaborate
and (5) to empower. The appropriate Buddhadhamma for rural development according
the Buddhist community folkway was Aparihaniyadhamma 7 as; (1) regular meeting, (2)
meeting and adjournment and doing duties together in harmony, (3) not to establish
new rules and abolish the old rules,(4) respect and listen to the elders, (5) women and
girls of families must not be forced and abducted by greed and desires, (6) respect and
worship community shrines and (7) find the way for Arahantas to come to the
community and those who already had come be well protected and live happily.

2. The roles of village scholars in rural development in lower North East

Region were problem solving directly by themselves, the state agencies only gave



)

advices. People were used to the advices from the village scholars who were the
community think-tanks, led by 1) father Kamdueng Pasi, 2) father Phai Soisraklang and
3) father Sutthinan Prachayapruek. These three scholars were community leaders who
initiated the concept of community brainstorming, thinking together, solving problem
together. They were considered the community base of wisdom. They emphasized the
life style of self-reliance, organic and nature for nature sake agriculture, reducing
expenditure and increasing income, network of community scholars and North East
multi-partnership for wider both internal and external cooperation in 3 areas as 1)
encouraging cooperation, 2) villagers’ wisdom utilization, 3) continuity and
sustainability. The strategies for cooperation was (1) regular and continuous meetings
of network in and outside of community, (2) regular demonstration and monitoring the
functions of networks, (3) supporting members of networks with data, academics, raw
materials and marketing and (4) utilizing the capability of person resources from, state
and private sectors for cooperative operation.

3. The model of rural development according to the Buddhist community
folkway in lower North Eastern Region was the integration between the concepts of
the village scholars who were leaders in the development. In fact, the concept was
the application of the Buddhist principles as regular meeting and adjourning. This
information was broadcasted through community radio and commmunity public address
systems located in monasteries, the community centers. Regular meetings were held
at monastery halls. This information dispatching systems were not only used to inform
information from the government, but also to inform the community activities such
as merit making, Katinatana and Phapa, yellow robes offering to the monks. Villagers
would bring their agricultural products to share in merit making by way of Buddhism.
This general context of community way of life Indicated that community traditions,
cultures and social activities evolved at monasteries, promoting community wisdom
which village scholars had set good examples for many decades. The village scholars
had proved the success to villagers in many areas such as agriculture in line with the
sufficiency economy philosophy and other development success that came from the

village scholars’ wisdom.



